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3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 
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1 1) D The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-152. 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Acknowledgement 

1. This communication is in response to Applicant's application filed on March 4, 
2002. Claims 1-30 are pending in the application and have been examined on their 
merits. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

2. Claims 1-6, 10-16, 20-25 and 29-30 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as 
being anticipated by Crawford et al. US Patent Application No. 2003/0083984 (herein 
after Crawford). 

Regarding claims 1,10-11, 20 and 29-30, Crawford discloses a method for 
communicating a description of a bond (debt security) by creating a description of a 
bond by formatting values for at least some attributes according to a document type 
definition ([0028]-[0030]) and communicating the description of bond between first and 
second entity ([0028]). Examiner has given little/no patentable weight to selecting some 
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attributes of a bond and choosing a value for each of the attribute as these features are 
necessarily present with a bond. Therefore, these features are inherent to any bond. 

Regarding claims 6, 16 and 25, Crawford teaches that the document type 
definition conforms to an Extensible Markup Language syntax ([0029]-[0030]). 

Regarding claims 2-5, 12-15 and 21-24, Examiner notes that attributes such as 
maturity, redemption, credit quality, interest, price, coupon type, yield are all necessa4 
associated with a bond. As such, Examiner has given little/no patentable weight to 
these terms/feature. Applicant is invited to address this issue if Examiner's 
interpretation is not in line with Applicant's invention. 

3. Alternatively, claims 1-30 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated bv Finebaum. US Patent Application No. 2002/0156719 (herein after 
Finebaum) . Finebaum teaches the use Extensible Markup Language by utilizing Data 
Type Definition (DTD) in formatting and communicating description of a bond between a 
first and second entity ([0467], [0576], claims 38, 39, 41; [0025], [0027]). Finebaum also 
teaches that the bond is corporate, government and emerging market bond (claim 41; 
[0027]; Examiner interprets government bond as municipal bond as cited in the 
reference). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a. whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 
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4. Claims 7-9, 17-19 and 26-28 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Crawford and further in view of Finebaum. Crawford illustrates the 
invention as described above. However, Crawford fails to specifically disclose that the 
bond is a corporate, government or emerging market bond. Finebaum discloses that 
the bond instruments include corporate, emerging market and government bond (claim 
41; [0027]; Examiner interprets government bond as municipal bond as cited in the 
reference). Therefore, it would have been obvious for a person having ordinary skills in 
the art at the time the invention was made to modify the invention of Crawford to include 
bond type (corporate, government or emerging market) as taught by Finebaum. One 
would have been motivated to do so in order to extend the use of Extensible Markup 
Language for formatting a variety of bonds. 

Conclusion 

5. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure are US Patent No. 5812988, 6021202, 6912529, 7072863 and US 
Patent Application No. 2001/0018739, 2002/0156719, 2003/0083984, 2005/0174473. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Rajesh Khattar whose telephone number is 571-272- 
7981. The examiner can normally be reached on M-Th 8-5. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, James Kramer can be reached on 571-272-6783. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

RK 

Feb. 28, 2007 




' JAMES A. KRAMER 
SUPERVISORY PATENT EXAMINER 
TECHNOLOGY CENTER 3600 



